CHAPTER IX
1563-1571
Knox charged with illegal convocation - trial before Privy
Council - forbidden to preach in Edinburgh - assassination
of David Rizzio - Darrdey and Bothwell - Mary forced to
abdicate -James VI of Scotland - Moray appointed regent
- Kirkcaldy of Grange - KBOX*S life threatened - transferred
to St. Andrews.
MARY had sworn to make Knox pay, and at the
end of 1563 she thought that she saw the chance
of punishing this troublesome critic. During
her absence from the capital, some of her servants
went to her private chapel to celebrate mass.
Mass was permitted to be celebrated within the
realm only in the presence of the queen, and,
although this mass was to be held in her chapel,
it was nevertheless a breach of the agreement. A
number of the Protestants interfered, and two of
the demonstrators were summoned to account
for their action in October.
Knox was minister of Edinburgh and felt
himself responsible for the protection of the
accused men. Mass, except in the presence of the
queen, was illegal; as the queen had not been
there, if was understandable that the people
should interfere, especially as they knew that they
could expect no help from the law in punishing
the Catholics. Knox had no faith in the fairness